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Thus, in some parts of West Africa, when prayers and Kings
offerings presented to the king have failed to procure
rain, his subjects bind him with ropes and take him by for drought
force to the grave of his forefathers that he may obtain.and dearth*
from them the needed rain.1 The Banjars in West Africa
ascribe to their king the power of causing rain or fine weather.
So long as the weather is fine they load him with presents
of grain and cattle. But if long drought or rain threatens
to spoil the crops, they insult and beat him till the weather
changes.2 When the harvest fails or the surf on the coast is
too heavy to allow of fishing, the people of Loango accuse
their king of a "bad heart" and depose him.8 On the
Grain Coast the high priest or fetish king, who bears the
title of Bodio, is responsible for the health of the community,
the fertility of the earth, and the abundance of fish in the
sea and rivers; and if the country suffers in any of these
respects the Bodio is deposed from his office.4 In
Ussukuma, a great district on the southern bank of the
Victoria Nyanza, "the rain and locust question is part and
parcel of the Sultan's government. He, too, must know
how to make rain and drive away the locusts. If he and
his medicine-men are unable to accomplish this, his whole
existence is at stake in times of distress. On a certain
occasion, when the rain so greatly desired by the people
did not come, the Sultan was simply driven out (in Ututwa,
near Nassa). The people, in fact, hold that rulers must have
power over Nature and her phenomena."6 Again, we are told
of the natives of the Nyanza region generally that " they are
persuaded that rain only falls as a result of magic, and the
important duty of causing it to descend devolves on the
chief of the tribe. If rain does not come at the proper
time, everybody complains. More than one petty king has
been banished his country because of drought"6 Similarly
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